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Rethink: From Hatred to Hope
A Daniel Pearl Dialogue

Richmond, Virginia (March 9, 2007) – A More Perfect Union, The Council for America’s First Freedom, and the University of Richmond Chaplaincy will host Dr. Judea Pearl and Dr. Akbar Ahmed, two prominent spokespersons for interfaith dialogue and Muslim-Jewish friendship, on Monday, March 26 at 7:30pm in the Alice Haynes Room of the University of Richmond. 

The world has come to know Daniel Pearl as the Wall Street Journal reporter who was murdered by terrorists in Pakistan in early 2002. Since then, he has been remembered more for his courageous work than for his senseless death. Guided by shared values and inspired by Daniel’s legacy, Drs. Pearl and Ahmed will discuss Muslim-Jewish relations and the need for bridges of understanding and hope between all ethnic, cultural, and faith groups. Stressing the necessity of reconciliation, Drs. Ahmed and Pearl strive to shift the nature of discourse from accusation and fear to inquiry and respect. 

Pearl and Ahmed have carried their Daniel Pearl Dialogue to over a dozen cities across the nation and abroad. “[We] see our mission in this dialogue,” Pearl explains, “as that of carving a path of legitimacy for additional dialogues [that aim], in the best case, 
at achieving understanding and, at the very least, acknowledgment of, and familiarity with the other side's narrative." Indeed "all people of all faiths must broaden their perspective,” Dr. Ahmed states. “It is urgent that we not only understand each others beliefs, culture, and history, but look for common bonds.”

Judea Pearl is the father of Daniel Pearl and the President of The Daniel Pearl Foundation. The Foundation was established to continue Daniel’s mission of dialogue and friendship and to address the root causes of his murder. Pearl is Professor of Artificial Intelligence at the University of California, Los Angeles. Akbar Ahmed is the Ibn Khaldun Chair of Islamic Studies and Professor of International Relations at American University in Washington, DC and former Pakistani Ambassador to the United Kingdom.  

A More Perfect Union, the University of Richmond’s Office of the Chaplaincy, and The Council for America’s First Freedom are proud to bring the first ever Daniel Pearl Dialogue to the city of Richmond. Also supporting the event are: from the city of Richmond, the Ibn Rushd Cultural Center, the Islamic Center of Virginia, the Jewish Community Federation of Greater Richmond, and the Virginia Muslim Coalition; from the University of Richmond, the Department of Religion, Department of International Education, and Hillel. A University of Richmond Cultural Affairs Grant provided the bulk of the funding for this event. 

 
This Dialogue is free and open to the public. A reception and book signing will follow. Find directions to the University of Richmond and a campus map at http://richmond.edu, click “Visit Us.” The Alice Haynes Room is on the lower floor of building # 4, Tyler Haynes Commons.

# # #

About A More Perfect Union

A More Perfect Union, a program of the Virginia Interfaith Center, was created in 2003 in response to the increased bias, even violence, against Muslims, Arabs, and South Asian religious and ethnic groups – those people and groups that most looked and sounded like the terrorists of 9/11. AMPU’s mission is to promote the vitality of diverse peoples through the elimination of religious, ethnic, and cultural bias through education. For more information, visit www.rethinkbias.org.
About The University of Richmond Chaplaincy

The Jessie Ball duPont Chaplaincy is central to the life and purpose of the University of Richmond, encouraging men and women from diverse backgrounds to develop their intellectual, spiritual, social, and physical potentials and to explore creatively the frontiers of faith and reason. Ecumenical in nature, the Office of the Chaplaincy designs comprehensive programming in order to widen vision, deepen faith, strengthen character, stimulate creativity, enhance capacity for leadership and service, and equip students to think rationally, act responsibly, and work productively in a complex society. For more information, visit: chaplaincy.richmond.edu.
About the Council for America’s First Freedom  

The mission of the Council for America’s First Freedom is to build on a historic legacy of religious freedom that began in Richmond, Virginia in 1786, developed into an American constitutional guarantee and is now recognized as an international human right. Through educational programs in diverse communities here and abroad, the Council promotes understanding and respect for this core value: the freedom of thought, conscience and belief.  The Council is a politically and religiously neutral 501(c)(3) organization that provides educational outreach programs that encourage audiences worldwide to examine their own consciences, to understand the beliefs of others, and to respect the right of religious freedom for all. For more information, visit: www.firstfreedom.org.

Biographical Information

Judea Pearl is President of the Daniel Pearl Foundation (www.danielpearl.org) established in memory of his son, the Wall Street Journal reporter who was murdered in 2002 by Islamic extremists in Pakistan.  The Foundation was established to continue Danny’s mission of dialogue and friendship and to address the root causes of his murder. Its mission is to promote cross-cultural understanding through journalism, music and innovative communications.

A professor of computer science and statistics at the University of California, Los Angeles, Judea Pearl joined the faculty of UCLA in 1970, where he now serves as the director of the Cognitive Systems Laboratory and conducts research in artificial intelligence and philosophy of science.   

He and his wife Ruth Pearl are co-editors of the book I am Jewish: Personal Reflections Inspired by the Last Words of Daniel Pearl (2004).  He has authored three books on automated reasoning and is a member of the National Academy of Engineering, a Fellow of the IEEE and a Founding Fellow the American Association for Artificial Intelligence.  Professor Pearl is the recipient of the IJCAI Research Excellence Award for 1999, the AAAI Classic Paper Award for 2000 and the Lakatos Award for 2001. Dr. Pearl was born in Tel Aviv, Israel and moved to the U.S. in 1960.


Akbar Ahmed is the Ibn Khaldun Chair of Islamic Studies and professor of international relations at American University in Washington, DC and is described by the BBC as "probably the world's best known scholar on contemporary Islam." He is a distinguished anthropologist, writer and filmmaker and has been actively involved in interfaith dialogue and the study of global Islam and its impact on contemporary society for many years.
Dr. Ahmed is the former High Commissioner of Pakistan to Great Britain. He has advised Prince Charles on Islam and met with President George W. Bush. Parallel to his civil service and diplomatic career, Dr. Ahmed was visiting professor at Harvard University, Cambridge University, and the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton.

Dr. Ahmed is the author of many books on contemporary Islam, including Discovering Islam: Making Sense of Muslim History and Society, Postmodernism and Islam: Predicament and Promise, and most recently, Islam Under Siege: Living Dangerously in a Post-Honor World. He is a frequent guest on CNN, MSNBC, Nightline and the BBC.       
