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2007 First Freedom Award Recipients Announced

Madeleine K. Albright to receive Distinguished Service Award

Michael D. Fraizer, Genworth Financial, to Chair Dinner
RICHMOND, Va. (September 20, 2006) – To commemorate the anniversary of the nation’s first law guaranteeing religious liberty, the Council for America’s First Freedom will present the 2007 First Freedom Awards to four distinguished advocates of religious freedom, individuals who have made profound contributions toward advancing religious liberty around the world, across the United States and within Virginia.  


The 13th annual awards dinner, to be held on January 25, 2007 at the Jefferson Hotel, in Richmond, Virginia, will be chaired by Michael D. Fraizer, Chairman, President and CEO of Genworth Financial, with Genworth as the presenting sponsor. “Michael understands the need to draw attention to our right of religious liberty,” said Ambassador Robert A. Seiple, President of the Council for America’s First Freedom. “We never want Americans to become complacent about this fundamental right. We are grateful to Genworth and its people for supporting our mission.”
“I am privileged to be a part of this impressive evening when we celebrate the outstanding contributions of these remarkable people,” said Fraizer. “We are so fortunate to live in a country where the right to worship as we please is protected by law. These distinguished honorees have dedicated their life’s work to protecting this right for us and expanding the concept abroad.”
The Council is honored to announce that the awards, presented in four categories, will be conferred to:
· Madeleine K. Albright, former Secretary of State of the United States, Chairperson of The National Democratic Institute for International Affairs, Mortara Distinguished Professor of Diplomacy at the Georgetown University Walsh School of Foreign Service, and celebrated author will receive the First Freedom Distinguished Service Award.

This is the first year that the Council is bestowing the Distinguished Service award. It is a special award that will be presented on occasion for a specific contribution toward promoting religious freedom.
· Abdelfattah Amor, former United Nations Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief (1993-2004), President of the UNESCO Human Rights Jury, member of many international human rights committees, and widely published legal scholar on Constitutional and 
human rights will receive the International First Freedom Award.  
· Kevin J. “Seamus” Hasson, founder and chairman of the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty, a nonpartisan, interfaith, public-interest law firm that protects the free expression of all religious traditions, former attorney for the U.S. Department of Justice's Office of Legal Counsel, and author will receive the National First Freedom Award.

· Azizah Y. al-Hibri, Professor of Law at the T. C. Williams School of Law, University of Richmond, editor of Hypatia: a Journal of Feminist Philosophy, and founder and President of KARAMAH: Muslim Women Lawyers for Human Rights will receive the Virginia First Freedom Award. 


“These four extraordinary individuals have committed much of their professional lives to the defense of religious liberty,” Seiple said. “They are people of conscience and principles whose insights and, at times, courage, have helped deepen our collective understanding of religious freedom and fortify the foundation of this inherent human right.”
National Religious Freedom Day is observed each year on January 16, the anniversary of the date on which the Virginia General Assembly enacted the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom in 1786. The landmark law was the first that guaranteed religious liberty and became the precursor for the First Amendment pledge of freedom of religion.

This year marks the 13th year in which the Council for America’s First Freedom has hosted the First Freedom Awards in conjunction with National 
Religious Freedom Day.  Past recipients include President Václav Havel of the Czech Republic, Prime Minister Tony Blair of Great Britain; Lawrence Eagleburger, former Secretary of State; Richard C. Holbrooke, chief negotiator of the Dayton Peace Accords and U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations; and Dr. Garry Wills, Pulitzer Prize-winning author, and our own Ambassador Robert A. Seiple, the first ever U.S. Ambassador-at-Large for International Religious Freedom.
Additional biographical information on each recipient is attached.  For more information about the awards dinner ceremony, which is open to the news media, please contact Maureen Rosenbaum at (804) 643-1786 or mrosenbaum@firstfreedom.org.
*  *  *
About the Award Ceremony

The 13th annual First Freedom Awards will be presented at an evening ceremony on January 25, 2007 at The Jefferson Hotel, 101 West Franklin Street, Richmond, Va.  The event is by invitation only but is open to members of the news media.

About the Council for America’s First Freedom

The mission of the Council for America's First Freedom is to build on the legacy of religious freedom that began in Richmond, Virginia in 1786, developed into an American constitutional guarantee, and is now recognized as an international human right. Through educational programs in diverse communities here and abroad, we promote understanding and respect for this core value: the freedom of thought, conscience and belief. 

The Council also sponsors the Presidential Proclamation of National Religious Freedom Day (January 16), First Freedom Awards, and the National First Freedom Student Competition, Framing a National Debate on Religion and the U.S. Constitution, Top 10 Myths about Religious Freedom, and Embracing Diversity, Honoring Differences.  For more information, please visit www.firstfreedom.org.  
# # #
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2007 First Freedom Award Recipients
 Biographies
2007 DISTINGUISHED SERVICE RECIPIENT

Madeleine K. Albright served as the 64th Secretary of State of the United States. She was the first woman Secretary of State and the highest-ranking woman in the history of the United States government. As Secretary, Dr. Albright reinforced America’s alliances, advocated democracy and human rights, and promoted American trade and business, labor and environmental standards abroad. Serving as a member of the President’s Cabinet and National Security Council for eight years, Dr. Albright was the United States’ Permanent Representative to the United Nations from 1993 to 1997. Dr. Albright is the first Michael and Virginia Mortara Endowed Professor in the Practice of Diplomacy at the Georgetown School of Foreign Service and the first Distinguished Scholar of the William Davidson Institute at the University of Michigan Business School. Dr. Albright is the Chairperson of the National Democratic Institute for International Affairs and President of the Truman Scholarship Foundation. As a refugee whose family fled Czechoslovakia, first from the Nazis and later from the Communists, Albright represents the highest ideals and aspirations of immigrants who come to America seeking to make major contributions to our society. As a leader in international relations, she has helped change the course of history and, in so doing, has also set a new standard for American women and for women around the world. Her recent book, The Mighty and the Almighty, about the role of religion in American foreign policy, was a New York Times best seller. 
2007 INTERNATIONAL RECIPIENT

Abdelfattah Amor is the former United Nations Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief (1993-2004).  He is a native of and continues to reside in Tunis, where he is a Professor "agrégé" and Honorary Dean of the Faculty of Legal, Political and Social Science of Tunis.  He is also a member and the Deputy Chairperson of the United Nations Human Rights Committee, President of the UNESCO Human Rights Jury, President of the International Consultative Conference on Freedom of Religion or Belief, Tolerance and Non-discrimination, President of the International Academy of Constitutional Law, and he was the organizer of the 
UN Consultative Conference on Education and Fight Against Discrimination and Intolerance Based on Religion or Belief, in Madrid. He has received numerous advanced academic degrees in law and political science both in Tunis and France.  He is the author of many books in Arabic and in French about Constitutional rights and human rights.  As Special Rapporteur, Mr. Amor visited UN member states to assess and report on the status of religious freedom; he has steered more than 80 research projects through the United Nations, including: Religious intolerance and racial discrimination and aggravated discrimination; Prevention of religious intolerance and education, and The condition of women in relation to religion and tradition.  He has been decorated with the Order of the Republic, the Order of Educational Merit, the National Human Rights Prize, and the Spanish Order of Merit. 

2007 NATIONAL RECIPIENT
Kevin J. "Seamus" Hasson, is the founder and chairman of the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty. He received his B.A., M.A. and JD from Notre Dame University.  Hasson is a former attorney for the U.S. Department of Justice's Office of Legal Counsel, where his responsibilities included advising the President Ronald Reagan administration on church/state issues.  After leaving the Department of Justice, Hasson accumulated 15 years of experience in freedom of religion issues as an associate attorney with Williams & Connolly, LLP in Washington, DC.  Hasson is the author of The Right to be Wrong: Ending the Culture War Over Religion in America (Encounter Books, 2005).  The Becket Fund is a nonpartisan, interfaith, public-interest law firm that protects the free expression of all religious traditions.  The Becket Fund’s advocacy has led to significant jurisprudential developments and increased protections for the free exercise rights of individuals.   Recently, the Becket Fund has brought legal actions before international tribunals under international religious freedom laws.
2007 VIRGINIA RECIPIENT
Azizah Y. al-Hibri is Professor of Law at the T. C. Williams School of Law, University of Richmond.  She received her B.A. from the American University of Beirut, a Ph.D. in Philosophy from the University of Pennsylvania, and a J.D. from the University of Pennsylvania, School of Law. Dr. al-Hibri is a founding editor of Hypatia: a Journal of Feminist Philosophy, and founder and president of KARAMAH: Muslim Women Lawyers for Human Rights, which is a charitable, educational organization that focuses upon the domestic 
and global issues of human rights for Muslims. She frequently visits Muslim countries where she discusses issues of importance to Muslim women with their religious, political, and scholarly leaders.  Dr. al-Hibri also acted as a consultant to the Supreme Council for Family Affairs in Qatar in the development of that country’s personal status code.  She has written extensively on issues of Muslim women’s rights, Islam and democracy, and human rights in Islam. She received scholarly and teaching awards and fellowships including a fellowship at the National Humanities Center and a Fulbright Scholarship at the University of Qatar, School of Shari'ah.  
#  #  #
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