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Bishop An Shuxin
What passes through one’s heart and mind may be private, but the way one expresses personal beliefs may very well be subject to the scrutiny of others, or, as in the case of Bishop An Shuxin, imprisonment. Bishop An, a 57 year old Roman Catholic auxiliary bishop of the Diocese of Boading, in the Hebei Province, spent 10 years in prison in the People’s Republic of China for refusing to register with the government’s Patriotic Association (PA). According to the Cardinal Kung Foundation, An was released on August 24, 2006, though remains under government surveillance. Six other Roman Catholic bishops have yet to be released, all of whom are close to 70 years of age and three of whom are over 80.

All houses of worship and clergy in China are required to register with the Religious Affairs Office, and for Catholics, the PA, whose goal, according to AsiaNews, is to set up a Catholic Church separate from Rome. Those who refuse to abandon their oath to the Vatican reportedly face consequences, from surveillance and harassment to imprisonment. In an August 30, 2006 report, the United States Commission on International Religious Freedom stated that, though encouraging, An’s release occurs against the backdrop of continuing restrictions on freedom of religion or belief in China, including the systematic harassment, arrest and imprisonment of unregistered Protestants and Catholics, Tibetan Buddhists, Uighur Muslims and practitioners of Falun Gong.

So, the thoughts and prayers held privately in one’s mind, once voiced become an event others may respond to, and governments may sanction. The story of Bishop An Shuxin is just one of many around the world of people suffering for their religion.
