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First Freedom News

Held January 14, 2010 at the
Richmond Marriot

Three renowned advocates of religious freedom were honored at the
First Freedom Awards Dinner, held at the downtown Richmond Mar-
riott. In commemoration of National Religious Freedom Day (January

16™), the First Freedom Center annually recognizes an international, .

national and Virginia award recipient. This year’s recipients were:

# President Abdurrahman Wahid (September 1940-December
2009). President Wahid passed away just weeks
before the Dinner. He was the first democrati-

cally elected president of Indonesia and a propo- &.
nent of secular democracy and moderate Islam.

Nearly 300 people
looked on as Melissa Rogers gave her

# Felice D. Gaer is the director of the American acceptance speech

Jewish Committee’s Jacob Blaustein Institute for

the Advancement of Human Rights and a leading \
Rod and Michele Smolla enjoyed

member of the U.S. Commission on International a conversation with GladeJK :’ght

Religious Freedom.

# Professor Melissa Rogers is the director of the Wake Forest School of Divinity

Center for Religion and Public Affairs and an expert on church and state issues.

— See pages 6-7 for more on this event
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Thank You to Our $5,000 and Above Donors!

Welcome
Mr. and Mrs. Glade M. Knight New Board

Chair Rod
RS VI Smolla

9 . w Mike and Sandy — See page 2 for a
Deminien Genworth : Waters full introduction
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First Freedom Center

The First Freedom Center Welcomes
New Board Chair, Rodney A. Smolla

Rodney A. Smolla, Dean and Roy L. Steinheimer Profes- has authored many
sor of Law at Washington and Lee University, became books and is a fre-

the new Chair of the First Freedom Center Board of Trus- quent magazine and

tees on October 14, 2009. Rod succeeds Tommy P. Baer, newspaper contributor

who will continue to serve the Board as its Honorary and media commentator. He has participated as counsel
Chair. Prior to his appointment at Washington and Lee,  or co-counsel in litigation matters in state and federal
Rod served as Dean and Allen Professor at the University courts throughout the nation, and is a frequent advocate,
of Richmond T.C. Williams School of Law. Before that, having presented oral argument in numerous state and
he was the Arthur Hanson Professor and Director of the =~ Federal courts, including the Supreme Court of the
Institute of Bill of Rights Law at The College of William  United States.

and Mary Marshall-Wythe School of Law. He received

his undergraduate degree from Yale University and his Rod serves on numerous boards, including Media Gen-
law degree from Duke Law School, where he graduated  eral Corporation, the American Arbitration Association,
first in his class. the Virginia Coalition for Open Government, and the

A widely respected First Board of Governors of the Virginia Bar Association.
Amendment scholar, Rod Rod has recently been named the 11th President of

Furman University in

Dean Smolla is an education innovator and a Greenville. South Carolina.

big-picture thinker. He steps into the posi- Rod will continue to serve as

tion as Chair just as the Center is about to Chair of the First Freedom

enter a new era. Inspired by the vision of Thomas Center. while at the same time

Jefferson and James Madison, the Center’s pro- expanding the national pres-

grams focus on how this inalienable right to reli- ence and reach of the Center’s

gious liberty and freedom of conscience continue to

mission and programs. He

be a vital component of today’s global reality.” has served on the Board of

Trustees for the First Freedom
-Tommy P. Baer, Honorary Chair || Center since 2006.
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Thank You to Tommy P. Baer for
Ten Years of Leadership

Tommy with Representa 've Che rds,

Tommy with Former Secretary of State 2006 National First Freedom Awar nner 2005 Internatlonzx cedom Award
Madeleine Albright and Congressman Bobby Scott nner Archbishop Elias Chacour and Tommy

In October 2009, Tommy P. Baer announced that he would pass the gavel on to Rod

P Smolla as Chair of the First Freedom Center Board of Trustees. During Tommy’s 10-
The journey

toward achieving year tenure, the First Freedom Center, which began as a volunteer organization in 1984,

fireedom of religion has accomplished many milestones, including:
for all may never
end, but the First

Freedom Center has

e Completing the acquisition of the historic site at 14™ and Cary Streets,

where the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom was passed into law;

created a public e The rehabilitation of derelict buildings at 14™ and Main Streets that serve
awareness of this as the First Freedom Center’s offices;
cherished concept e  The First Freedom Center’s first permanent and virtual exhibit, and on-
enunciated so going educational programs (DVDs, teacher’s manuals, teacher training,
magnificently by student competition, children’s website, First Freedom Awards, and
Thomas Jefferson in

news clippings);
his Statute for

Religious Freedom,

Tommy at the
Faces of Religious Freedom

e A nationally recognized staff, Board and expert advisors. Exhibit Opening in Sept. 2007

e A successful First Freedom Center comprehensive campaign;

as well as the need

9 POz [ s We are profoundly grateful to Tommy Baer for his tireless and dedicated service

and preserve this . . .
& o throughout these years, and we are gratified that he will continue to serve the Center and
fundamental right. . LT ) .
further its mission in his new capacity as Honorary Chair. Thank you, Tommy Baer!

- Tommy P. Baer

- First Freedom Center
Board and Staff

'.
Q-

\

0
Tommy with then-Lt Gov. Tim Kaine, - Charles Peters,
toster finalist Eileen Wilsollf Mark IS‘SISk.‘" Tommy, and Buford Scott Tommy 2008 Virginia First m Award
L] Dr. Belle Wheelan, and Steve Elliot in Dec. 2002 Winner Charles-Haynes and Bob Seiple




First Freedom Center

Chair’s Corner

Dear Friends of the First Freedom Center:

I write to you as the new Chair of the First Freedom Center Board. It is an honor to fol-
low in the footsteps of our immediate-past chair, Tommy Baer, whom I applaud for his
many years of leadership, service, and dedication to the ideal of religious liberty.

Richmond is famous as the city of monuments. From its inception, the First Freedom
Center has existed to celebrate and to perpetuate what may be Richmond’s and Virginia’s

single most monumental contribution to human liberty: our historic commitment to reli-

gious liberty as a fundamental and universal human right.

At our annual awards banquet in January, I invited the audience to consider “a tale of two General Assemblies.” The first
tale culminates in the ringing words of the Virginia General Assembly, as it enacted into law the Virginia Statute of Reli-
gious Freedom on January 16, 1786:

Be it enacted by General Assembly that no man shall be compelled to frequent or support any
religious worship, place, or ministry whatsoever, nor shall be enforced, restrained, molested, or
burthened in his body or goods, nor shall otherwise suffer on account of his religious opinions or
belief, but that all men shall be free to profess, and by argument to maintain, their opinions in
matters of Religion, and that the same shall in no wise diminish, enlarge or affect their civil ca-

pacities.

The second tale culminates in the words of the General Assembly of the United Nations, as it adopted Article 18 of the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights on December 18, 1948:

Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, this right includes free-
dom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with others and
in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and obser-

vance.

We are at a moment of historic transition at the First Freedom Center, a time of renewal and rededication. Our Board is in
the process of designing a new strategic plan, as we advance our educational mission and look for creative ways to project
our message to a wide national and international audience. To all of our friends, I challenge you to join with us in rededicat-
ing ourselves to the ideal of making Richmond, and Virginia, a beacon to the world, proclaiming religious freedom as a hu-
man right that should be embraced and enforced by all societies as a basic condition of our shared humanity.

Rod Smolla
Chair
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New Trustee: Dr. Everett “Ben” Howerton, Jr.

Dr. Ben Howerton spent thirty years as an facilitator to Afghanistan and ministries in

academic and executive educator at the Central America, South America and Ger-
local, state and university levels. He is many.
professor emeritus and former Director of
Leadership and Policy Studies at The

George Washington University with a

Dr. Howerton is the former President of
Virginia Information and Educational

specialty in law and public policy. Early Utility, as well as the former President

in his career, he served as a member of and Chief Executive Officer of Synergy

the faculty at the University of Virginia, Group, Inc. Additionally, he is an admin-

o el as dhier eeaive wiih ihe Vie istrative law arbiter and grievance media-

ginia School Boards Association. tor. Dr. Howerton is a member of numer-

ous Boards, including the Science Mu-

Dr. Howerton has served on both gover- seum of Virginia and the National Advi-

nors and congressional commissions di- Dr. Ben Howerton joined the sory Council for The George Washington
rected at elevating standards for educa- First Freedom Center’s University. He is a native Virginian and
tional personnel and expanded use of Board of Trustees in January, resides in Richmond with his wife, Mar-
technology. Under the auspices of 2010 garet Freeman Howerton.

USAID, he was a consultant and strategic

SIGN UP FOR NEWSCLIPS!
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Document
Termination Company
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in-kind shredding!

Interested in
receiving weekly email
updates on
religious freedom
news?

Newsclips is our weekly email service

that delivers updates on religious
freedom issues right to your inbox. -0
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This email includes Virginia, national,

international and legal news items.

Visit our website at: Website:
www.firstfreedom.org www.documenttermination.com




Page 6

Emilie Taylor (who accepted the International First Freedql‘)i :
Award on behalf of President Wahid), Felice Gaer (National Award
Winner), Rod Smolla, and Melissa Rogers (Virginia Award Winner)

June and Beb Bluford
pith Tommy and Betty Baer

Imam Amonette, Isabelle
Kinnard Richman, and Glade Knight
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lade Knight and Chris Lansing

Nelson Knight with Sandy and Mike Waters
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Children’s Holiday Website Updates

Area Educators Invited to Serve on Advisory Committee to
Evaluate Forthcoming Children’s Holiday Website

On October 7, 2009, 16 teachers and coordinators met to re-
view the First Freedom Center’s forthcoming Children’s Holi-
day Website. Also attending were religion experts Dr. Imad
Damaj (President, Virginia Muslim Coalition for Public Af-
fairs), Dr. Mark Wood (Chair, VCU Religious Studies), Dr.
Dan Smith (VCU Religious Studies) and reading specialist Dr.
Vicky Alley (Assistant Head, St. Christopher’s School). Vicky
is the daughter-in-law of the esteemed 2006 Virginia First
Freedom Award winner, Dr. Robert Alley.

School teachers and faith groups may turn to the website to
assist their third, fourth, and fifth-grade level students in learn-

ing about world religions. The holidays and holy days of Bud-
dhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam and Judaism will be ob-
jectively and engagingly presented through text, stories, and
games intended to teach children about world religions. Stu-
dents will come to a better understanding of their rights to and
responsibilities for religious freedom as young Americans,
while appreciating and respecting the diversity around them.

The creation of a children’s website was made possible with
generous support from the Eula Mae and John Baugh Founda-
tion and The Lanza Family Foundation.

Local Brownies Preview Children’s Holiday Website

Brownies from Troop 136 met on Feb 13, 2010 at the First Free-
dom Center to preview the Children’s Holiday Website. The
website’s developers, Dr. Karen Richardson and Mr. Bob
Richardson were also on hand to assist and answer questions.
Dr. Isabelle Kinnard Richman, the Center’s Vice President for
Education, introduced the website to the Brownies, who then
had a chance to explore it on their own in small groups. The
Brownies had a great time experiencing the variety of learning
activities and games available on the website, which is expected
to be publically unveiled this summer.

After their preview, the Brownies shared their opinions about
the Children’s Holiday Website. Some popular aspects included
a read-along story of Purim, puzzles and a word search. Before
leaving, the Brownies also had a chance to view the Center’s
Faces of Religious Freedom Exhibit.
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Adult Group Visits Religious Freedom Exhibit

~ 33

o s
—
-

The First Freedom Center welcomed adults from the Greater Richmond ARC on February 23, 2010. The Greater
Richmond ARC (formerly known was the Richmond Association for Mentally Retarded Children) is a not-for-profit
service provider that offers a “continuum of programs and services for individuals with mental retardation and de-
velopmental disabilities.” ARC “serves more than 1200 individuals and their families each year through a variety of

programs and services,” including recreational visits like the one taken to the Center.

Visitors listened to the Center’s Outreach Programs Coordinator, Sandra Poulsen, as she explained the importance
of religious liberty and the contributions made to it by Thomas Jefferson and James Madison. She also emphasized
the historic significance of the corner of 14th and Cary Streets as the site where the Virginia Statute for Religious
Freedom was enacted into law in 1786. The group then had a chance to examine the exhibit and ask questions.

a4 Whighant Precdom | B ; The Greater Richmond ARC Website:
' ! http://www.richmondarc.org
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A Tribute to Our Donors

Comprehensive Campaign Donors*

Above $1.000,000
Commonwealth of Virginia
Glade M. Knight

Marshall Naify** (in-kind property gift at 14th

and Cary)

$500,000-$999,999
The Gumenick Family
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Ukrop

$250,000-$499.999

LandAmerica Foundation

The Mary Morton Parsons Foundation

The Philanthropic Collaborative

The Sisisky Family

Ukrop’s Super Markets, Inc./First Market
Bank

U.S. Department of Education (FIE)

$100,000-249.999

Eula Mae and John Baugh Foundation?

Bon Secours Virginia

City of Richmond

Jerome Gumenick Philanthropic Fund of the
Richmond Jewish Foundation

HCA Richmond Hospitals

Mr.** and Mrs. Nathaniel Krumbein/Heilig-
Meyers

Mr. and Mrs. J. Christopher Lansing

The Lanza Family Foundation'

Mr. and Mrs. Steven A. Markel

Media General

Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Stettinius

SunTrust

John M. Templeton Jr., MD!

Windsor Foundation

$50.000-$99,999

Bank of America

Comcast

The Community Foundation Serving
Richmond & Central Virginia’

Dominion Resources

Genworth Foundation

The Lipman Foundation

John L. Loeb, Jr. Foundation!

Markel Corporation

Gerald Morgan, Jr.

Richards S. Reynolds Foundation®

Robins Foundation

Bishop Walter F. Sullivan

United States Tobacco Company

UPS Freight

Wachovia Foundation?

$10,000-$49.999
Connie and Bill** Abeloff
Altria Group, Inc.!

$10.,000-$49,999 (continued)

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous Board Member

Betty and Tommy Baer

Baptist General Convention of Virginia

Beirne Carter Foundation

Jackson L. Blanton

Carnegie Corporation of New York!

Charl Ormond Williams Foundation'

Diane and Stephen Elliott

Christine L. Faia and Franz L. Gross

Hirschler Fleischer in honor of Jay Weinberg,
Past President of CAFF

Henry Luce Foundation'

M. H. West & Co., Inc.

The Nancy Peery Marriott Foundation

McCandlish Holton

MeadWestvaco Foundation

PepsiCo, Inc.

Claire Millhiser Rosenbaum

Rev. and Mrs. Cessar L. Scott, Sr.

Susan Bailey and S. Buford Scott

Margaret Ann and Robert Seiple

Sue and Tad Thompson

Jay M. Weinberg

Less than $10,000

Katherine and Alex** Alexander

Elizabeth Schuyler Anderson

Anonymous Board Member

Apple REIT Companies in honor of Glade M.
Knight

Joan Arenstein

Ms. Patricia M. Asch

Laura Baliles

Richard Baltimore

Jonathan M. Barton

BB&T

Ambassador and Mrs. Randolph Marshall Bell

Mrs. Evelyn Z. Benson**

The Berkeley Hotel

The Honorable and Mrs. Thomas J. Bliley, Jr.

Mr. ** and Mrs. F. S. Bocock

Mr. and Mrs. Roger L. Boeve

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis T. Booker

Margaret and Al Broaddus

Roy Burgess

Jay B. Call 111, Associates, Inc.

Diana F. Cantor

Florence S. Carr

Mr. and Mrs. Milton Cerny

Charles Schwarzschild Jewelers Inc.

Lynn and Larry** Cohn

Mr. and Mrs. C. P. Coyner

Mr. and Mrs. Walter W. Craigie, Jr.

Susanne and Bev Crump

Dr. and Mrs. Daniel N. Davidow

Diocese of Southern Virginia

Less than $10,000 (continued)

The Document Termination Company

Jim and Mary Lou Doherty

Doherty Family Fund of the Community
Foundation

Chris and Nick Dombalis

Mr. and Mrs. David Epstein

G. S. Fitz-Hugh, Jr.

W. Heywood Fralin

Janice and Robert Freed

Mr.** and Mrs. Robert Freeman

Paul Galanti

Allison and Stephen Garrison

Edwin Gaustad

Georgianne Ginder

Mr. and Mrs. Ira Gissen

Ann and Peter Goodman

Hugh Gouldthorpe/Nelle Pender

Robert J. Grey, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Ned M. Grossberg

Estelle and Gerald Grossman
Richard Grossman

The Honorable John H. Hager

Debbie Lou Hague

Loretta J. Hannum

Mrs. Irving Held

Irwin and Gaby Heller

Azizah al-Hibri

David L. Holmes

A. E. Dick Howard

Mrs. George C. Howell, Jr.

Hunton & Williams

Jacqueline Goldberg Jones, Madison and
Jasmine Jones

James W. Jones

Kanawha Land Company

Grace C. Kay

Bobbie and Bill Kilberg

Isabelle Kinnard

The Honorable and Mrs. Jacques Paul Klein

Sue and Ed Klein

Laura and Craig Lester

Mrs. Albert L. Levine

Sydney and Frances Lewis Foundation

Jeanette Lipman

Anne and David Long

Beth Long

The Rev. Fletcher and Mary Frances Lowe

Charles Macfarlane

Pearl and David Markham

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert E. Marth, Jr.

Anita and George Martin

Dr. Gary Maynard and staff

McCabe Pillow Graphic Design

Elspeth S. and F. William McClelland

Jean and Jim McDonald

Marianne P. and Ted R. Metzger

Nancy and Edward Meyer

Sean R. Mikula
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A Tribute to Our Donors

Less than $10.000 (continued)

Barbara and Steve Miller and Family

Missionary Emergency Fund

Michael Morchower

The Morris/Hickman Sunday School Class of
Bon Air United Methodist Church

Mr. and Mrs. Frank F. Mountcastle, Jr.

Empsy M. W. Munden

Mutual Assurance Society of Virginia

Carol Negus

Robert O’Neil

Patient First

Peking Restaurant/Dick Du

Barbara R. Peskin

Mr. and Mrs. Peyton Pollard

Sandra and Craig Poulsen

Peggy and Heath Rada

Gordon F. Rainey, Jr.

Cecil Y. Ray, Jr.

Meg Riner

Joyce M. Rosenbaum

Maureen and Norman Rosenbaum

Dr. Robert and Dr. Claire M. Rosenbaum

Susan and G. D. Rothenberg

D. P. Rucker, Jr.

SWA Construction/Architects/
Development

Mimi Sadler and Camden Whitehead

Drs. Muhammad and Brenda Sahli

Audrey and Dana Smith

William A. Smith

(SEI) Software Enterprises, Inc.

Jane Sper

Nicholas A. Spinella**

Richard Stravitz

Alfred B. Strickler III

Eve Sugar

Judith and Jack Sugar

Julie and Bob Sugarman

McKinney V. “Mac” Taylor P.E.

Charles G. Thalhimer Family Foundation
Sibyl and Charles Thalhimer
Carol and Charles** Thalhimer, Jr.
Marsha and Harry Thalhimer
Ellen and Jack Holland

Lisa and Bobby Thalhimer

Mr. and Mrs. Morton G. Thalhimer III

Elaine M. Themo

Barbara and Harry Thompson

Larry E. Tolpi

The Universal Leaf Foundation'

Jane C. Van Ostern

Virginia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

Rev. and Mrs. Elmer S. West, Jr.

Mrs. James C. Wheat, Jr.**

Williams Mullen

Mr. and Mrs. John L. Williams

Paula and Hal Wingo

Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Witthoefft

Less than $10.000 (continued)
Sydney S. Wooding
Lisa and Michel Zajur

*Includes gifts received during the First
Freedom Center Campaign, “Virginia
First” (Seed-Money) Campaign, and other
early gifts greater than $25,000.

**Deceased

" support for educational programming

2 support divided between the comprehensive
campaign and educational programming

The following donors have made generous
gifts or pledges to the First Freedom Cen-
ter’s annual fund from August 1, 2009-
February 28, 2010.

Jefferson Society — $25,000+
Mr. and Mrs. Glade M. Knight

Madison Society — $10,000+
Bon Secours Virginia

1786 Society — $5,000 — 9,999
Dominion Resources
Genworth Financial

Owens & Minor

Mike and Sandy Waters

Chair’s Circle — $1,000 — 4,999

Altria

Tommy and Betty Baer

Ambassador and Mrs. Randolph M. Bell

The Jacob and Hilda Blaustein Foundation,
Inc. - in honor of Felice Gaer

Eugene Holt Foundation

First Market Bank

Michael J. Hirschhorn and Jimena P.
Martinez

Hirschler Fleischer, a Professional
Corporation

Kjellstrom & Lee, Inc.

In Memory of Nathaniel Krumbein

Lansing Building Products

LeClairRyan

Markel Corp.

McCandlish Holton PC

McGuireWoods

Old Dominion Electric Cooperative

Patient First

Mr. and Mrs. Charles T. Peters

Dr. Claire M. Rosenbaum

Mr. and Mrs. S. Buford Scott

Mark B. Sisisky / Caprin Asset Management

Rod and Michele Smolla

Wally Stettinius

M. H. West & Co., Inc.

WVS/Rocketts Landing

Freedom Circle — $500-999

Neil Amin

Baptist General Convention of Virginia
Baskervill

Florence S. Carr

Ernst & Young

Peggy L. Hombs & Steven C. Van Voorhees
Hourigan Construction

Kling Philanthropy Group

Levey Investments

Mr. and Mrs. Steven A. Markel

Village Bank

Founders Circle — $250-499
Anonymous

Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph Bunzl

Cobb Technologies

Sharon Durham

Irwin Heller

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Gold

Mr. and Mrs. Neil Kessler
Ambassador and Mrs. Jacques Paul Klein
University of Richmond

Reverend and Mrs. James McDonald
Jane W. Sellers

Bishop Walter F. Sullivan

Troutman Sanders

Baptist Joint Committee

Mr. & Mrs. David White

Center Circle — $100-249

Azizah al-Hibri

The Honorable and Mrs. Thomas Bliley

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis T. Booker

Dr. and Mrs. John B. H. Caldwell

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints

Carthron P. Coyner

Stephen and Diane Elliott

Richmond Metropolitan Convention &
Visitors Bureau

Loretta Hannum

Historic Housing, LLC

Barbara and Stan Joynes

Martinair

Mr. and Mrs. John R. McGill

Robert M. O'Neil

Reverend and Mrs. James A. Payne

David F. Squire

Troutman Sanders

Patron — $99 and below
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Eckis
Roger and Mari Stowers

The Center has made every effort to recog-
nize and record all gifts accurately. If we
have made an error in reporting your gift,
please contact us as (804) 643-1786 so the
those corrections can be made. Thank you.
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NATIONAL HONORARY ADVISORY
COUNCIL

The Honorable Madeleine K. Albright
The Honorable Lawrence S. Eagleburger
The Honorable Stuart E. Eizenstat
The Honorable Richard C. Holbrooke
The Honorable James A. Joseph

M. Farooq Kathwari

The Honorable Jacques Paul Klein
The Honorable George J. Mitchell
The Honorable Sandra Day O’Connor
Professor Steven C. Rockefeller
Rabbi Arthur Schneier

Nobel Laureate Elie Wiesel

GOVERNOR’S HONORARY COUNCIL
The Honorable Timothy M. Kaine,
Honorary Chair

The Honorable George Allen

The Honorable Gerald L. Baliles

The Honorable James S. Gilmore I11
The Honorable A. Linwood Holton, Jr.
The Honorable Charles S. Robb

The Honorable Mark R. Warner

The Honorable L. Douglas Wilder

The guarantee of religious
freedom first achieved legal
and constitutional recognition
through the work of Thomas
Jefferson, James Madison,
and George Mason. Their
Jjoint efforts produced the Vir-
ginia Statute for Religious

Freedom, a groundbreaking

law passed in 1786 by the

Virginia General Assembly.
The Statute was the precursor
to the religion clauses found
in the First Amendment to the

United States Constitution.

First
Freedom
Center



